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PALEOINDIANS KILLED BISON

IN ROCKIES

In Unexpected Location,
Bones and Points Found

High Rocky Mountain slopes of north-
central Colorado are scenic but not par-
ticularly hospitable to humans at all
times of the year. Yet Middle Park, an
area surrounded by high mountains that
includes the town of Kremmling, was
home to a number of Paleoindian
peoples. Recent examination of a bison-
kill site there is yielding additional infor-
mation about the activities of those
people.

Middle Park, hemmed in on three
sides by Continental Divide peaks and .
on the west by the Gore Range, is near the head-
waters of the Colorado River. The area is open,
vegetated mostly by sage and bunch grass with the
addition of aspen, pine and fir on north slopes. A

- ]
“At least as old as Folsom

would be my guess.”
—

local avocational archaeologist, Jim Chase of
Granby, found a variety oflithic tools in the region. A
discovery of large bones prompted him to contact
George Frison, an archaeologist at the University of

Excavation of bone bed at Jim Chase site in Colorado.

Wyoming who is an authority on Clovis, Folsom,
Goshen and other Paleoindian tool typologies. Frank
Rupp, district archaeologist for the Bureau of Land
Management, helped in every possible way to ini-
tiate an investigation.

The Jim Chase site is near Kremmling on a fairly
steep slope at about the 8,700-foot level-—not at all
the sort of a site where Frison expected to find a
large Paleoindian bison kill. “When I looked at it I
didn’t think there was any way in the world there
could be any bison bones of any age in place.” Frison
brought in James Miller, an archaeologist who is

~ completing work on a doctorate in geology at Wyo-

ming. Frison and Miller determined that the slope
was an old slump that had a slight depression behind
continued on page 6

NE THEORY ofthe earliest colonization of

the New World holds that Clovis peoples

entered into the “lower 48” states approxi-
mately 11,500 years ago. Many archaeologists have
long maintained, as well, that Clovis represents the
first migration into this hemisphere. While the exist-
ence of proto and pre-Clovis cultures remains the
subject of controversy, the earliest dates for the
distinctive Clovis fluted point and its associated lithic
and bone assemblage have remained relatively se-
cure at 11,500 years B.P.

Evidence from several sites, among them the
recently reported Paleo Crossing site near Akron,
Ohio, (see Mammoth Trumpet 7:4 Investigations at
Ohio Site Push Back Dates For Clovis) suggests,
however, that the Clovis repertoire of tools may have
originated well before 11,500 B.P. The Paleo Cross-

How Old IS Clovis?

An Interview with C.Vance Haynes

ing site is especially interesting because of the ex-
tensive area (2% acres) under investigation, a lithic
collection including thousands of tools and flakes
and at least 24 Clovis fluted points, the variety of
lithic source materials suggesting extensive trade
networks or wide ranging resource exploitation,
evidence of structures, and, in particular, a date for

charcoal samples from a post hole of 12,250+100 B.P.
This site, with its evidence of structures dated by
the University of Arizona’s National Science Founda-
tion Accelerator Mass Spectrographic Radiocarbon
Facility at more than 12,000 B.P., raises several
interesting questions. Is this the site that will once
and for all change archaeologists’ opinions about the
earliest appearance of Clovis industries? Is it further
evidence that the Clovis technological repertoire
continued on page 5

MAMMOTH WAS
BUTCHERED
IN WISCONSIN

Cuts on Bone in Museum
Lead Investigators to Site

Fragmental specimens of bone and tusk in the
Kenosha Public Museum recently led investigators
to the remains of an adult - mammoth that had been
butchered on the shore of a small glacial lake.
Archaeologist Dan Joyce, curator of collections and
exhibits at the museum and one of the principal
investigators of the project, says the mammoth
bones display many clear indications of butchering.

At the conclusion of the excavation begun Aug. 3
in Paris Township, Kenosha County, Wis., Joyce,
Dr. David Overstreet of the Great Lakes Archae-
ological Research Center in Milwaukee, and David
‘Wasion, an avocational archaeologist, had recov-
ered an almost complete skeleton of a large woolly
mammoth, Mammuthus primigenius, probably a
male. It is believed to be the first butchered mam-
moth found east of the Mississippi River. In addition
to obvious slash marks made by the Knives of Ice
Age hunters, the bones were scattered and stacked,
and some were broken in the fashion typical of
prehistoric butchering. Red ocher was found at the
site. Bones of the great beast, which may have been
killed or merely scavenged by Paleoindians, were
within 2% feet of the surface.

Joyce speculates that the animal, which could
have weighed eight tons, may have become stuck in
mud at the edge of the lake when it became prey to
Paleoindians. The bones people left behind after
their feast were buried in moist clay, which pro-
tected them from deterioration. The site, just seven
miles north of the Illinois state line and about that
distance from the shore of Lake Michigan, became a
marsh that gradually filled in.

The site also revealed remains of a spruce forest
dating to the time of the mammoth. Trunks and
branches of the trees, as well as spruce cones, were
found in excellent condition. Further details about
the environment that existed when mammoths in-
habited the area will come from pollen and snail
shells recovered in the dig.

Joyce and his colleagues were not surprised that
the mammoth had been butchered because they had
previously found obvious cut marks on one of its

continued on page 8
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CSFA, OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY
WORK TO EXPAND CENTER'S REACH

Oregon State University and the Center for the
Study of the First Americans are working
together to significantly expand the Center’s
programs of bringing together knowledge
relating to the peopling of North and South
America. Underlying expansion activities is a
fund-raising effort in which matching money,
available from the State of Oregon, until Dec. 31,
will double each dollar donated to the Center.

Currently unfolding under the Center’s aegis is
a program to maximize the flow of data from
Siberia, whence the First Americans may have
migrated. Director Robson Bonnichsen is working
on plans for a permanent exchange program
with Russian scientists. Bonnichsen visited Russia
in August as part of a combined economic-relief
and scientific tour. He observed significant
archaeological discoveries and projects including
the Diring site, which has parallels to the famous
Olduvai Gorge in East Africa. (See Mammoth
Trumpet 7:3, Siberian Site Defies Theories of
Peopling.) Diring is claimed to be as old as 3
million years, and while Bonnichsen can’t confirm
such antiquity at this site 2,500 miles west of
Anchorage, Alaska, he is convinced that it is very
ancient and important to understanding of the
peopling of Earth’s high-latitude areas and the
peopling of North America.

As a result of his visit to Siberia, a branch of the
Center for the Study of the First Americans is
being developed with Russia’s International
Academy of Natural Sciences under the direction

-of Yuri A. Mochanov, the prominent archaeolo-

gist who is the principal investigator at the Diring
site. Bonnichsen and his Oregon State University
colleagues are looking forward to collaborating
on joint Russian-American projects.

On the domestic scene, OSU President John V.
Byrne has announced two expansions, involving
staffing and physical space for the Center’s
laboratories and offices. The CSFA is in the

If you would like to participate in the continuing
search for clues to the First Americans, consider
joining in the 1993 First Americans Expedition at
Mammoth Meadow, Mont. Volunteers will take part
in two 2-week sessions in July and August at the site
in a picturesque valley on the eastern slope of the
Continental Divide.

Final arrangements for the eighth field season at
Mammoth Meadow have not yet been made, so this
is a good time for interested people to get their
names on the list for information about the project.
Volunteers camp near the 7,000-foot site and spend

process of hiring an Assistant Director to oversee
fund raising and daily operations of the office and
labs. What's more, thanks to completion of a
major construction project on the Oregon State
campus, the Center has been able to move into
greatly expanded quarters. The CSFA’s new space
is in Weniger Hall, a large science facility in the
central part of campus. The office is now in
Weniger 355. Fully equipped laboratories adjoin-
ing the office suite provide space for storing and
analyzing the Center’s ever-growing collections
of lithic and faunal materials and for expansion
of special areas such as the analysis of hair.
Addition of the Assistant Director will enable
the Center to continue to pursue professional
ties with scientists in Siberia without restricting
its research at Mammoth Meadow in Montana,
and to fully implement its new program of
seeking more Pleistocene megafauna sites here
in Oregon’s Willamette Valley. The additional
position also will allow the Center to expedite its
publication program, which has been responsible
for a number of highly significant books as well as
journals and, of course, the Mammoth Trumpet.
From the outset of the partnership between
OSU and the Center it has been the University’s
goal to work to complete the CSFA endowment.
This endowment has been a high priority for the
OSU Development Office and as such, Oregon
State made the Center eligible for state matching
funds for the budget year that ended July 1,
1992. In a further effort to fulfill the endowment,
President Byrne recently announced that OSU
is extending the matching period through the
end of 1992. That means that every dollar the
Center’s friends and members contribute before
Dec. 31, will effectively become two dollars toward .
furthering the Center’s ambitjous research goals.
Contributions made to the Center’s endowment
through the OSU Foundation are fully tax
deductible.

CAN SEEK CLUES
TO 1ST AMERICANS

their days working at the excavation or in the mobile
laboratory. Meals are prepared and served in a well-
equipped mobile kitchen. Evenings are often de-
voted to presentations in the dining shelter by the
scientific staff.

The site is near a rich source of tool-grade chalce-
dony, which was used for thousands of years by
people from both the Great Basin and the Plains.
Human utilization of the site dates to before 11,000
years ago. The site has produced a wide variety of
tools and a large assemblage of faunal remains in-
cluding hair, thousands of years old, both from hu-
mans and an extensive

o, ut

Tents and campers at Mammoth Meadow base camp surround a well-

variety of late-Pleistocene
animals. The site was
termed Mammoth Meadow
when a piece of mammoth
bone was found on the sur-
face in 1985. Although
mammoth hair has been
discovered during the ex-
cavations, no more mam-
moth bone or tusk has
been unearthed.

For information on be-
coming a First Americans
Expedition volunteer, write
the Center for the Study
of the First Americans,
355 Weniger Hall, Oregon
State University, Corvallis
OR97331. @

equipped chuckwagon with shelters for dining and lab work.

Current Research Issues
its 10th Call for Papers

Brief reports on research in any subject touching on
the peopling of the Americas are being sought for
Volume 10, Current Research in the Pleistocene. To
be included in the edition, all papers must be
received by the Center for the Study of the First
Americans in proper form no later than March 1.

Manuscripts should be no longer than 750
words in length, or 400 words with one figure. Six
general categories of reports will be published:
archaeology, physical-anthropology, lithic studies,
taphonomy-bone modification, methods and
paleo-environments, which includes plants, inver-
tebrates, vertebrates and geosciences. Since space
in the journal is limited to about 65 papers, the
earlier the submission, the better chance it will have
of being published.

Authors are asked to submit papers on computer
disc in ASCll along with two double-spaced copies.
Information for contributors is available on request
by writing to Current Research in the Pleistocene,
Center for the Study of the First Americans, 355
Weniger Hall, Oregon State University, Corvallis,
OR 97331. @

Mammoth Trumpet readers can keep in touch
with the Center’s many scientific endeavors
through its publications, and can support its work
either by taking part as a volunteer researcher or by
making a direct contribution to support the
Center’s continuing quest for answers to one of
the great scientific riddles of our time. Readers
should note that it is important to the Center and
to OSU to make financial commitments before
year’s end.

President Byrne called recent efforts by Bon-
nichsen and others to aid Siberian people as a
bright spot amid Oregon State's financial prob- '
lems. Byrne complimented Bonnichsen for,
working with farmers, manufacturers and various
agencies to secure aid for Siberian people in
need. Lee Strandberg; an associate professor of
pharmacy at OSU, -joined Bonnichsen in the
project by securing antibiotics.and other basic
medicines. Largely as the result of their relief
efforts, a 100-ton cargo plané left the United
States in June carrying the food and medical
supplies to hospitals, orphanages and needy
individuals in the cities of Krasnoyarsk and
Kemerovo. &
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