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BARBARA BARRISH/CLEVELAND MUSEUM

OF NATURAL HISTORY

Examples of Clovis points from the Paleo Crossing site near Akron, Ohio.

INVESTIGATIONS AT OHIO SITE
PUSH BACK DATES FOR CLOVIS

Discovery May Be Fast’s Earliest Structure

The 12,000-year-old Paleo Crossing site near Akron,
Ohio, is one of the earliest-known human occupa-
tions in the eastern United States. Recent discover-
ies there include radiocarbon-dated charcoal from
what may be the oldest human structure in North
America. The site represents a unique record of
post-glacial Ohio.

Crews of archaeologists and students under the
direction of Dr. David S. Brose of the Cleveland
Museum of Natural History are in their third season
of excavations at the prehistoric site in Sharon Town-
ship, Medina County, Ohio. The site, about 2% acres
in extent, is part of a larger property now owned by
Terri-Jon Management and Development Company.
Formerly known as the old Dague Farm site, it lies
on a south slope below the crest of a kame, or glacial
knoll, that rises on the west side of a series of kettles,
or glacial depressions. The overall site area is de-
fined by Clovis lithic artifacts and waste flakes from
the manufacture and/or use of these tools. These

A Federal Policy
for Archaeology

Public lands, especially in the West, harbor most of
United States’ archaeological sites. Thus the federal
government’s policies toward America’s archaeo-
logical heritage is critical to all who are interested in
the quest for the first Americans. The Secretary of
the Interior, the steward responsible for the greatest
number of archaeological sites on public lands, re-
cently issued what is titled “A National Strategy for
Federal Archaeology.”

“The number of archaeological sites from bygone
times never increases; it is only reduced, by modern
development, by looting, and even by the very best of
archaeological research,” says the policy statement,
signed by Secretary Manuel Lujan Jr. “It is important
that we make the most of the sites that we have left,

continued on page 8

lithic materials were found exposed on the surface -

and incorporated into the upper 20 cm of plowed
fields on a 75-meter-wide bench of the knoll, which
slopes southeast to a former bog about 300 meters
away.

‘While some of the projectile points are consistent
with the “Gainey” style, many are “Clovis,” perhaps
the earliest Paleoindian manifestation of the Great
Lakes region, presumed to have developed as long
ago as 12,500 years.

Avocational archaeologist Jim Remington, who
first alerted the museum’s archaeologists to the ex-
istence of the Clovis site, previously recovered less-
ancient projectiles from a small area of the field’s
plowed topsaoil at the high point of the knoll, about
100 m northwest of the bench. His discoveries were
four heavy Kirk corner-notched serrated points of
dense black Upper Mercer flint. These Kirk points
are identical to those found in earlier Cleveland
Museum excavations by Brose at a 9,240 + 160 B.P.
level of the Squaw Rockshelter site, 30 miles north-
east of the Paleo Crossing site.

Owner Protects Property

Since discovery of the Clovis site in the early sum-
mer of 1990, the owner has protected the property
from any ground-disturbing development, allowing
the Cleveland Museum, under the direction of
Brose, its chief curator of archaeology, to perform
three intensive surface surveys of the fields in which
each piece was plotted. During the summers of 1991
and 1992, Cleveland Museum archaeologists con-
ducted additional piece-plotted collections of the
area west of the ridge that defines the limit of surface
distributions of Clovis artifacts found over the past
years. The investigators found no evidence of Paleo-
indian occupation west of that baseline and no evi-
dence of other periods of occupation in higher areas
of the property.

Down the slope on a level gravel bench, the crew
discovered complete and fragmentary Gainey and
Clovis style points and debitage representing a vari-
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ARCHAEOLOQY
HAS ADOPTED
COMPUTERS

Sophisticated Methods
Reveal Hidden Answers

‘When you think of an archaeologist’s tools, do you
think of brushes, trowels, plumb lines, and buckets?
Perhaps you also think of cameras, microscopes,
and laboratory instruments like radiocarbon dating
equipment. And, if you haven't already added com-
puters to your list, now is the time to do so. In the last
10 to 15 years, archaeologists have used computers
in increasingly powerful and sophisticated ways.

A recent round of interviews with archaeologists
at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.,
the Center for Advanced Spatial Technologies at the
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, Ark., and the

Illinois State Museum in Springfield, Iil, has re-
vealed a wide range of exciting new uses for comput-
ers in archaeological research. Archaeologists are
using data bases, geographic information systems,
CAT scanners, ground sensing equipment, satellites,
and three-dimensional visualization technology to
advance their understanding of the past.

Geographic Information Systems
Data-base technology is making it possible for ar-
chaeologists to synthesize masses of data that no
individual person, or team of people, could possibly
handle. In seconds, a data base can compare data
drawn from hundreds of sites. With appropriate
mapping and plotting capabilities, a computer can
create maps and charts that illustrate patterns of
information that would be extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to infer from many pages of raw data.
Dr. Russell Graham, a vertebrate paleontologist
at the Illinois State Museum, has been working with
Dr. Ernest Lundelius of the University of Texas to
develop a massive automated data base. “It’s a pretty
continued on page 4
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