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PROLOGUE

Archaeologists expect to be surprised—discovery is
their business. Yet, nothing in our experiences could
have prepared us for artifacts unearthed in an apple
orchard last April. The find, on a terrace 600 feet (200
m) above the Columbia River near East Wenatchee,
Washington, went contrary to reason.

At this improbable place, clusters of Clovis spear
points lay little more than two feet below the surface
and a scant ten yards from a county road. The sandy

soil containing the artifacts had supported sagebrush -

and tolerated alfalfa, wheat, and, for the last 20 years,
Washington state’s pride—Red Delicious apples. It had
been grazed, graded, plowed, disced, ditched, and fi-
nally augered to plant thousands of apple trees. Until
the spring of 1987, though, not a single stone tool—
not even a flake—had surfaced at the R&R Orchards.

Natural setting and agricultural disturbance
seemed to have ruled against recovering any ancient
remains. Still, Clovis sites are where you find them.
What is known about these early Americans has come
more from accident than design. It seems fitting,
however, that Washington’s most important
Paleoindian assemblage lies buried beneath an apple
orchard; Washington State University excels in fruit
tree research and in archaeology.

THE APPLE ORCHARD DISCOVERY

My introduction to Clovis came over 25 years ago
from Edward F. Lehner, on his ranch near the Mexi-
can border in the San Pedro Valley of Southeastern
Arizona (see Mammoth Trumpet 4(4)). Ed’s report of
bones protruding from an arroyo wall led to the dis-
covery of extinct mammoth, horse, bison and tajJir, with
Clovis artifacts and fire hearths.

American archaeologists have traditionally recog-
nized people such as Ed Lehner in naming sites. In
Washington, this includes important places of early
peoples like Marmes Rockshelter at the confluence of
the Palouse and Snake rivers, Manis Mastodon site on
the Olympic Peninsula, and now the Richey-Roberts
Clovis Cache near East Wenatchee. Vice-provost
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Robert V. Smith offered the assistance of Washington
State University’s Graduate School in starting this
study and keeping it on track. Investigations were con-
tinued with assistance from the Washington State His-
toric Preservation Office and through a grant from the
National Geographic Society.

The story of discovery, concern, and cooperation
that eventually led to the dig last April began nearly a
year earlier, and a full six months before the owners
asked me to direct excavations. On May 27, 1987, or-
chard foreman Mark Mickles and employee Moises
Aguirre encountered “rocks” while installing sprin-
klers at the R&R Orchards. Before the digging
stopped they had recovered 19 stone tools, including
six Clovis points up to 8 1/2 inches long (22 cm).
Moises took the collection to the orchard manager.
Rich and Joanne Roberts kept the artifacts in their
home at the orchard. With time they became more
and more curious; they showed the tools to their
friends and sought advice. Joanne took them to school
to share with her first graders. Later, these same child-
ren peered down at artifacts in our excavations. Ex-
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citement turned ta wonder as they recalled Joanne’s
lessons about ancient peoples, mammoths, and the
Great Ice Age. ’

The significance of these unusual stone tools went
unrecognized until Russell Congdon, a retired
Wenatchee physician, identified them as Clovis. Cong-
don called Robert Mierendorf, an acquaintance and
archaeologist. On August 16 they reopened Moises’
diggings, finding another Clovis point and more.

They refilled the hole, and Mack Richey pro-
tected the find with concrete slabs. The site’s fame
spread as the Richeys and Roberts discussed their
apple orchard artifacts with experts from near and far.
Susan Richey and Joanne Roberts traveled all the way
to the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. They had
caught the Clovis fever.

Interest was intense because several of these rare
Clovis tools were large and exquisitely crafted. More
importantly, more artifacts remained in place, perhaps
just as they had been left 11,000 years ago. Thus they
might be dated and their geologic context understood.

(Continued on page 4)
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ANZICK COLLECTION REUNITED

Twenty years of patience and persistence have finally
paid off for native Montana archaeologist Larry
Lahren—and for all people who care about archaeo-
logical research. Largely because of Lahren’s con-
tinued interest, the owners of a unique collection of
Clovis artifacts have placed the tools on permanent
loan at the Montana Historical Society Museum in
Helena, Montana, more than two decades after they
were first discovered. Because the collection was
divided among three different owners—each of whom
had faced strong temptations to sell their portion—its

final reunification into the safekeeping of a public
agency is all the more welcome news. The situation
“was kind of tragic at the start,” Lahren says now, “but
it ended up pretty well.”

" The story of the Anzick Clovis cache began in
1968, when two construction workers were digging fill
at the base of a sandstone cliff. As Calvin Sarver and
Ben Hargis dumped dirt into a chuckhole in a nearby
road, they saw a large bifacial knife fall out of the
bucket of their front-end loader. Immediately stop-

(Continued on page 6)



PAGE 2

MAMMOTH TRUMPET

VOLUME 5, NUMBER 2

CENTER

CALL FOR
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH PROPOSALS__

The Center for Field Research is accepting archaeo-
logical research proposals for review. Approved pro-
posals are funded by their affiliate, Earthwatch, a
private, not-for-profit research and educational or-
ganization. All funds are derived from the contribu-
tons of participating volunteers selected from
Earthwatch membership. All research proposals must
therefore include a significant role for volunteer field-
workers.

Preliminary proposals may be made by telephone
or by a detailed two-page letter sketching the scholarly
background of the research, the goals of the proposed
project, the need for volunteer fieldworkers, and an
estimated budget. Upon favorable review, full pro-
posals, to be submitted not later than one year prior to
the projected start of fieldwork. will be invited. All full
proposals are subject to independent peer review.

The Center for Field Research will consider pro-
posals for prehistoric, historic, and underwater archae-
ology anywhere in the world and especially encourage
proposals for research in the following regions: North
America, Mesoamerica and the Central American In-
termediate Area, Scandinavia, Central and South Asia,
the Pacific Rim, and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Inquiries and. applications may be directed to:
James Chiarelli, Program Officer for Archaeology,
.The Center for Field Research, 680 Mt. Auburn St.,
P.O. Box 403C, Watertown, MA 02272. Tel. 617/926-
8200; FAX 617/926-8532.

Although Paleoindian fluted points lie in a thin
veneer across much of North America, we actually
know surprisingly little about the makers of these im-
plements. The distinctive and beautifully fashioned
artifacts these people left behind attest to their exper-
tise in stone work; the recovery of these points with
horse, bison, caribou, and mammoth remains bespeaks
their skill in the hunt. Yet, what of their ceremonies
and beliefs, their rituals and lifeways?

This issue of the Mammoth Trumpet features
three Paleoindian sites which may help to answer
these questions. Crowfield, a late Paleoindian site lo-
cated in southwestern Ontario, contains evidence of
what researchers Dr. D. Brian Deller and Dr. Chris
Ellis believe may be a fluted point cremation. There,
within a single feature, excavators have discovered
over 5,000 lithic fragments which have thus far been
reassembled into some 200 stone tools. These tools
were neither defective or worn out, but seem instead
to have been deliberately broken and placed in a fire.

Twenty years ago, two construction workers un-
earthed a rare Clovis cache containing several
complete Clovis projectile points and deliberately
broken bone foreshafts, covered by a layer of red
ochre. Now, thanks to the generosity of Dr. Melvin
Anzick, Mrs. Fay Case, and Mr. Calvin Sarver—the
three owners of the collection—and the tireless efforts
of Dr. Larry Lahren, the Anzick artifacts have been
permanently reunited in the Montana Historical:Society
Museum.

In a special contribution to this issue’s Mammoth
Trumpet, Dr. Peter Mehringer writes of a much more
recently discovered Clovis cache. The Richey-Roberts

NEWS
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Clovis Cache has attracted world-wide attention as
speculation about its contents escalates. The site, )
which remains intact in a quiet Washington apple or-
chard, may hold the key to many unanswered ques-
tions surrounding the Clovis culture.

These sites are but a few examples of America’s
archaeological heritage. The owners of the Anzick col-
lection have ensured that these artifacts, at least, will
remain available to us, and for our children and our
children’s children in perpetuity. Yet, what of the
many other archaeological sites in.this country? As the
human population continues to grow and natural re-
sources become ever more in demand, the material
record of human history in the Americas is increas-
ingly placed in jeopardy. Known sites of all kinds are
being vandalized and looted at an alarming rate. More
and more, lands that were maintained and controlled
by Federal agencies are passing into private hands. At
present, precious little privately-owned land has any
regulation regarding the preservation of cultural re-
sources.

We now stand at the brink. In response to the im-
mediate need for clear-minded action, a public sym-
posium entitled “The Public Trust and the First
Americans” is being held Sunday, May 28 as the con-
clusion of Summit ’89. It will be a sharing of ideas and
interests, a chance to imaginatively explore the possi-
bilities and opportunities before us. Pleasé join us—at
the symposium or by taking action at the local, state;
or federal level—to help develop positive steps for the
conservation of the fiagile fragments of our past. As
the public trust moves info private hands, let’s do all
WE can to ensure our common hentage is handled with
care.

EARTHWATCH RET(.IRNS TO MONTANA

Few questions about human prehistory are more ¢ontrover-

sial than that of when humans arrived in the New World.
Conventional’ ﬁgures claim ‘that humans first: ériteréd 'the

sequence, including Desert Side-Notched, Avonlea, Pelican’ Lake, Bitter Root,
Cody, Intermountain Lanceolate, and Goshen or Plainview points. Even more

intriguing, last years excavations unearthed tools located on upper terraces of
Lhe site that appear on typological grounds to predane ‘the 11 OOO-year—oId ﬁnds

This year marks the third season that Earthwatch tedms ‘will assist in the
Everson Creek excavations. While at the site, volunteers camp by beautiful Ever-
son Creek at the base of the Beaverhead Mountains, only four miles from the
Continental Divide. Meals are prepared by a professional outfitter and cook.

Americas via the Bering land bridge about 11,000 years ago.
Many archaeologists now believe that figure is far too recent.

This summer, Center Director Rob Bonnichsen will again lead Earthwatch
teams at a Montana site that may provide accurately dated evidence of the earli-
est inhabitants of the United States. The Mammoth Meadow site is located in the
South Everson Creek and Black Canyon drainage system at the base of the
Beaverhead Mountains, approximately 50 miles southwest of Dillon, Montana.
The site appears to have been a stone tool workshop of early humans, and has
yielded evidence of a long Holocene and late Pleistocene archaeological

Earthwatchers can participate in “ The First Americans” project as a member
of one of four teams:
Team I: June 29-July 12 Team II: July 15-28
Team IIL July 31-August 13 Team IV August 16-29
The staging area is-Dillon, Montana; Each Earthwatch participants’s share of ex-
pedition costs are $995.
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